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Drayton Parish Council offer their deepest sympathy to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and 
the Royal Family on the death of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
on 9th April 2021 

It would not be possible to present a report about the last year without taking a moment to pause 
and reflect on the devastating effects the Covid-19 Pandemic has had on so many lives...


When Drayton Parish Council (DPC) was no longer allowed to meet in person  we swiftly moved 
to holding virtual meetings to ensure we could continue to serve the parishioners we represent.

Words like “Zoom” and “please unmute” soon became part of our everyday vocabulary.


The Parish Council quickly applied for various grants that became available during lockdown with 
the first one enabling the council to support the Thorpe Marriott/ Taverham & Drayton Covid-19 
help group with  PPE and another essential items.  The group still continues to operate and is 
currently functioning as a temporary food bank which DPC continues to support and special 
words of thanks must go  to the dedicated workers behind this group.


From a personal perspective, whilst the pandemic was in its first wave, I was privileged to assist 
with the delivery of prescriptions to not only the  residents of Drayton who were shielding but 
those in the surrounding parishes too.


In the initial lockdown DPC was required by the government to close off the play park areas and 
the staff and councillors worked hard to get these areas safe to re-open as soon as we were 
allowed to, recognising just how important they are to the children of Drayton.


Despite the pandemic DPC was able to complete some of the projects  that had already been 
planned, these include the upgrade to the footway between Pond Lane and Fakenham Road and 
replacing the steps and part of the boardwalk  at Green Lanes off Low Road which goes down to 
the River Wensum. A beautiful place to take a walk.


There had long been an aim to put up Christmas lights in the village centre and in 2020 it became 
a reality when we were  able to ‘illuminate the centre of Drayton’ by putting lights around the  
Florence Carter Memorial Park.

We hope you enjoyed the lights and this year the Parish Council hope to hold an event to see the 
‘illuminations switched on’ to begin the countdown to Christmas  2021. This was something we 
couldn’t do in 2020 owing to the lockdown restrictions.


Recently DPC welcomed 2 new councillors to the team  and we hope to have  others  joining the 
council very shortly.  It is always a pleasure to welcome new councillors who will have  various 
skills and interests to further help us in enhancing  the village of Drayton, that we all love.


Where does DPC go from here as we come out of lockdown and return to the new normal? 

The parking area in front of the Florence Carter Memorial Park will be improved shortly and the 
Parish Council will be looking at further improvements to Green Lanes, off  Low Road.


The  provision of new equipment at the King George V Playing Field on Drayton High Road is also  
on the list of areas for improvement.


Recognising that communication is important and can always be improved we will be producing a 
regular newsletter to go to all homes in Drayton which will keep you up to date with village news.


Please be assured that DPC always welcomes ideas from residents of Drayton on ways to 
enhance all the areas that we are responsible for. If you have any ideas please let us know.




Given what a lovely place Drayton is to live in, it is not surprising that over the next  few years we 
will see several new housing developments :-


Firstly, there is the construction of the 71 dwellings at the Norfolk House site on Drayton High 
Road with the building now well underway 


Secondly,  there is the  conversion of Drayton Old Lodge, now known as The Lodge Drayton 
which is progressing steadily with a few of the properties already on the market 


Thirdly, the development known as land at Manor Park,Drayton has recently received full planning 
permission and will be the largest development in Drayton since the late 1980s when Thorpe 
Marriott was built.

This development will deliver 267 dwellings of which 88 will be affordable units.


The developer, Hopkins Homes, will provide funding for traffic calming measures on Carter Road 
and George Drive, a transfer of land to the Drayton Surgery and the provision of a much needed 
footpath on School Road from Drayton Infant School to Reepham Road.


Finally, a full planning application for 29 dwellings of which 10 will be affordable units is  expected 
to be submitted  shortly for the former David Rice Hospital site on Drayton High Road.


In summary, although the Covid -19 pandemic has delayed  some the Council’s ambitions in 2020 
we will now have more to do in 2021 going into 2022 and beyond as we continue in our efforts to 
enhance Drayton’s facilities and environment.


In addition to your ideas for the future please let us have your feedback on what you think we are 
doing well and where we “could do better -as my old School report occasionally said”.


Finally, I wish to thank councillors and staff for their support throughout the year and look forward 
to engaging with the residents of Drayton going forward.


Graham Everett-Chairman, Drayton Parish Council 


